

First trolley rolled through city streets in 1894 


The words “streetcar” and 
“trolley” bring many 
thoughts to mind, including 
better mobility, the advent of 
electricity and. for older peo¬ 
ple today, perhaps a longing 
for days gone by. 

In Green Bay and Fort 
Howard, twin cities before 
their consolidation in 1895. 
the coming of streetcars kin¬ 
dled civic pride and excite¬ 
ment and initially an inter¬ 
city rivalry and competition 
between the owners of un¬ 
connected trolley lines on 
opposite sides of the Fox 
River. 

Attempts to introduce the 
electric streetcar to Green 
Bay began in the 1880s. But 
it was not until June 1892 
that the Green Bay City 
Council approved establish¬ 
ment of the city's first elec¬ 
tric trolley line. 

Before approval came, 
however, a group of Main 
1 Street residents and tavern 
I owners urged the council to 
I modify the planned routing 
of streetcar service to in¬ 
clude Pine Street instead of 
Main Street 

They maintained a trolley 
line on Main would discour¬ 
age people from patronizing 
their taverns and would lead 
to business closings. Many 


thought the streetcars would 
frighten horses and deter 
farmers from coming to 
town to do business. 

In September 1892 the City 
Council granted Green Bay's 
streetcar franchise to 
Charles Holmes and Jackson 
Case. The two called their 
enterprise the Fox River 
Electric Railway and Power 
Co. The fare for one continu¬ 
ous trip of any distance was 
set at five cents. 

Green Bay's electric street¬ 
car line officially opened to 
the public at 10 a.m. on June 
11. 1894. Horses were fright¬ 
ened as predicted, but the 
Daily State Gazette of Green 
Bay reported only one run¬ 
away during an initial test. 
Crowds cheered as the first 
cars traveled the streets, and 
fireworks helped celebrate 
the event. 

The new streetcars cooled 
riders during a hot spell the 
first week of operation. 
Many used the trolleys to 
travel to and from a circus 
visiting Green Bay. 

The Fort Howard Review 
reported the opening of the 
Green Bay streetcar line on 
page Five. On page one of the 
same issue, a prominently 
displayed letter to the paper 
signed by a “Fort Howard 


NOVEMBER 23, 1998 


*. otED 




Throughout this year of Wiscon¬ 
sin’s Sesquicentennial celebration, 
the Press-Gazette 
will publish a 
series of stories 
on local history. 

This feature, 
prepared with 
the assistance 
of the Brown 
County Histori¬ 
cal Society, will 
appeal on Mon¬ 
days. 


Neville Public Museum 


Fort Howard banker David McCartney, center, opened his Fort Howard Electric Rail¬ 
way in 1895. It provided streetcar service for what is now Green Bay’s west side. 


Citizen” called for the open 
ing of a separate line in Fort 
Howard to benefit that city 
and to help maintain Fort 
Howard's independence 
from its cross river rival. 

In July 1894. Fort Howard 
banker David McCartney pe¬ 


titioned the Fort Howard 
City Council for streetcar 
service, as well as an elec 
trie-light franchise. His peti¬ 
tion was immediately ap 
proved. 

By September 1894 Mc¬ 
Cartney had purchased land 


on Broadway and excavation 
began for the foundation of 
a trolley barn. Streets were 
graded where the line would 
be build. Construction on 
the barn was completed by 
January. 

On April 18. 1895 — some 


two weeks after voters ap¬ 
proved a referendum consol¬ 
idating Green Bay and Fort 
Howard a large crowd 
gathered to watch the Fort 
Howard trolleys undergo 

Please see Trolley, B-7 








Trolley/First car crossed river in 1897 

■ From B-6 ditional fare to catch a trolley on Connection of the two street 

- the other side. railways was delayed when the 

Charles Holmes of the east side city began replacing the con¬ 
tests. The streetcars made several trolley line did not initially sup- denined draw of the Main Street 
runs of two or three blocks on port the idea, and the council re- Bridge. 

Broadway. fused to grant McCartney permis- When bridge repair work was 

Regular schedules were imple- sion to cross the Fox River. completed in the summer of 1897. 

mented later after all track was But discussions followed be- workers immediately began lay- 
laid. McCartney’s line was called tween the two rival trollev-line ing track over the river, 
the Fort Howard Electric Railway, operators. In the beginning they In July 1897 the first streetcar 
That same month McCartney disagreed on how to divide the passed over the Main Street 
asked the Green Bay City Council earnings of a joint venture. Bridge. More than two years after 
for a franchise to cross the Fox Holmes thought the division the consolidation of the Green 
River, connecting the two street- should be proportional to the total Bay and Fort Howard, the merger 

car lines. business of each line. McCartney, of the two cities became even 

Many residents, including the whose line was smaller, apparent- more a reality, 

mayor, favored connecting the tv:o lv disagreed. 

streetcar lines. By doing so. pas- The two. however, reached an Condensed and edited from an 
sengers could travel from one side agreement in June 1896. McCart- article by Steven David Huguet in 
of the city to the other without ney would lease his line to the Fox Voyageur. the regional history 
having to walk across a bridge River Electric Railway and Power magazine of the Broun County 
and would not have to pay an ad- Co. Historical Society. 



